Information for students undertaking placements

The following information is aimed at Physiotherapy students from the School of Health and Social Care undertaking work placements. 

This includes documentation, welcome packs, conduct expectations, travel and accommodation provisions, as well as additional support provided.

Making the most of your placement
Abdul has had a range of placements, including one at the CSP, and his experiences are varied.
- Find out more on https://www.csp.org.uk/frontline/article/making-most-your-placement

Handbooks & Documentation  
The handbook for practice provides you with details about your placements and what is required from you and your educator. The Practice Assessment Documents are what you will take into practice with you and contain the standards that you will be assessed against. This document is to be completed with you and your educator and contains the orientation checklist, interview / meeting templates and the HCPC standards descriptors. The link for the student guide is here: Physiotherapy Handbook.
Placements and Allocations 
Placement allocations start 16 weeks before the placement is due to start and are confirmed at 10 weeks prior to starting. Placements are agreed with the Trusts who provide the University with a planner of allocations for each cohort. When allocating students to placements, we consider the range of experiences the student has been exposed to and aim to cover medicine, community, respiratory, musculoskeletal, mental health and children’s placement experiences over the two years. In terms of locations, we consider the students term time and home time address and the travel time to a placement including the student’s mode of transport. All placements that are competency assessed must be arranged by the University, have an educational audit complete and have a least one qualified and up to date educator that the student can spend 40% of their time with. 
During the second year, students have an elective placement where they can choose and arrange their own placement. This is for four weeks (150 hours) and students are not assessed against the HCPC competencies. This placement has four learning objectives for the student to explore the health needs of a population or client group.
Welcome Packs 
A placement area may have completed a welcome pack for students that gives more information on the specific placement area. Please check on Blackboard where these packs can be found.
Hours 
All students are required to complete 1000 hours of clinical placement to be eligible to apply for membership of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. The HCPC use this as their guidance also for eligibility to apply for registration.
PEMS 
At the start of your course, you will be asked to complete a pre placement document that tells us information needed when allocating placements, such as do you have a driving licence and/or access to a car. At the start of each year, you will need to log on to PEMS and read and sign the declaration to say you have read and understood the Code of Conduct and in your second year, check the box to state there has been no change to your DBS or occupational health status.
Once you have been allocated your placement, you are able to log on and see the placement profile for that organisation which gives you information such as who to contact, where the placement is located, the uniform requirements, the learning opportunities and other information relevant to that placement.
Once you have completed your placement, you will be asked to log on and complete a Learner Evaluation of Practice Experience (LEPE) in order for us to gain feedback on how the placement was for you and any action points that need to be addressed.
Educator Awards 
You can nominate your educator(s) for an award in our annual Educator Awards where we celebrate our partners for their significant contribution to your learning. The form can be found here: (Educator of the Year Award Form) and returned to us at healthcareawards@lincoln.ac.uk. This can be done at any point in the year and you can check Physiotherapy Blackboard for the closing dates for the current year. You need to complete the sections giving details on how you think your mentor meets the points (not a score – that section is for the panel!)
Support for students
Educator 
Your educator(s) will be your main support whilst on placement and you should discuss and try to resolve any issues with them at the time they arise. You or your educator can contact the link lecturer or the university at any point for further support.
Placement Staff 
As well as your educator, the rest of the staff team are able to support you with questions you may have or when your educator is not present. Ensure you build and use the supportive relationships with the staff team to ensure you get the most from your placement experience.
Practice Placement Team 
The practice placement team is based at the University and arranges and allocates the placements you will be attending. They can be used as a point of contact for any queries you have that require the attention of the University. They can be contacted on physiopractice@lincoln.ac.uk and will reply usually within 48 hours.
Learner Evaluations of Practice Experience (LEPE)
All learners are asked to complete a LEPE evaluation after practice to feedback on their experience. This information is used to address any concerns that have been raised and not resolved whilst on placement, help to suggest ideas for development to the practices and to feedback positive feedback to them.
Reporting Absences 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All students are expected to report any absence from placement to both the placement team/educator and to the University. The student should contact their placement at the earliest opportunity to report their absence and their likely return date. Absence should then be reported daily unless signed off otherwise to placement so they are aware of when to expect you. Students should report their absence to the University by logging on to PEMS and recording it there.
Supporting students with additional needs
Click here to download

